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Dr, iMwi,* ri, Branaoostfcs 

vice President and Chief Scientist 

I n t»*r aa t ic*aa 1 Business machines Corporation 

Axmonk, H--m York 19504 

Dear a-r. Branscaab; 

The Agency has mad© significant progress in nssity 
technology in the intelligence process , but. I believes w$ 
can do more, particularly ia the aae cf computers to help 
intelligence analysts* I recently received an internal 
proposal called SX?% fox & network of analyst terminals 
and ewastpufeara wSii oh could significantly improve the value 
and timeliness of intelligence products. 

Because of the continuing interest in infcanaation 
processing shown by the President's Foreign Intelligence 
Advisory Board,- Hr* Jo hn Griffith, an advisor to the r«3«rd 
and a asdmr of your Staff, has kept in touch with ary in- 
formation ays tens people and h&s occasional ! y put them in 
contact with you and ethers in ia>* with conaor; interests * 
Because of the sire sad scope of the -3RFS proposal, Ir. 
Griffith was again asked fox helps ia tlutrc «>rpericsr.u3a in 
IBM. relevant to the major system architecture issues which 
we rm>? face in designing Win gAFll network? 

The answer appears to- bo y®« # and to the axfcant that 
this is true, I would appreciate- your help in putting ay 
people in touch with yours. 

I believe we are at an important crossroads in techniques 
of intelligence analysis, lit© tools we use must be the best 
wo can find with the funds we have, four help could make a 
difference in the rate of cur progress. 

Sincerely, 


STATINTL 

STATINTL 


wi ilia® 'S* Colby 
Director 
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CONCUR: 


Deputy Director for Administration 


Date 
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COMMENTS (Number each comment to show from whom 
to whom. Draw o tine across column after each comment.) 


IBM has under development 
its next generation of com- 
puter equipment. The deci- 
sions they have made on their 
new systems, particularly the 
way they will exploit the new 
component technologies , will 
have a profound effect on the 
computer industry and its cus-l 
tomers. Because of anti-trust| 
and other considerations, IBM 
has -imposed extraordinary re- 
strictions on the disclosure 
of information about these 
new systems. In similar situ-j 
ations in the past, we have 
been able to get such restric-j 
tions lifted when necessary. 
The letter to Dr. Branscomb 
(biography attached) is appro 
priate in this case because 
of the unusual IBM concern 
noted above. Our interests 
lie not so much in getting ad 
vanced knowledge to help us 
pick the SAFE computers 
(though that would be useful) 
but in using IBM experience 
in making the necessary sys- 
tems decisions to save us som^ 
time and effort where our 
SAFE and other goals match 
theirs . 


This has been coordinated 
with CRS. Mr. Griffith of 
IBM believes his management 
will approve the request. 
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